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Negligence of duty
The residents of a certain neighborhood were suing a patrol officer for the negligence of duty after a fleeing vehicle hit and injured an elderly man in the neighborhood. In the scenario, the patrol officer had been informed about a car that had been parked suspiciously in the neighborhood for half an hour. The officer did not take any immediate action as he accused the residents of being paranoid. The vehicle turned out to be a getaway vehicle used by criminals who were involved in a theft in a nearby gas station. 
In the claim, although the officer did not cause the accident, he had the duty of investigating the claim made by the resident. One of the main duties of patrol officers is to deal with the safety concerns of a community, which include suspicious activity. The officer breached his duty as a law enforcement officer when he did not take action on the vehicle. The officer would have spared some time to question the driver of the vehicle or call for backup if he had been busy with other issues. this constitutes a breach of duty which would have prevented the vehicle from fleeing the scene. 
The breach of duty by the officer by neglecting the claims made by the area residents were among the factors that caused the accident. By failing to take action, the officer allowed the vehicle labeled as suspicious by the residents to continue being in the neighborhood. The negligence allowed the vehicle to flee the area after the theft was carried out. While fleeing the area, the vehicle hit and injured one of the elderly residents of the neighborhood. The residents considered the officer to be legally liable for the harm caused as his failure to address their safety concerns allowed the accident to occur. 
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